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BOTANICAL SOCIETY OF EDINBURGH. [SEss. MEETING OF THE SOCIETY. July 9,1908. J. RUTHERFORD HILL, Esq., President, in the Chair.
Mr. CECIL B. CRAMPTON, M.13., C.M., was proposed as a Resident Fellow.
The following communication was read :-SOME MOSSES AND HEPATICS FROM THE ISLE OF MAY.
By WILLIAM EVANS, F.R.S.E.
The object of the present communication is to put on record a few mosses and hepatics which I have at odd times obtained on the Isle of May, at the mouth of the Firth of Forth. The fact of the May being the most seaward as well as the largest of the few islands on the east coast of Scotland, makes it of considerable interest to the biologist, be he botanist or zoologist, and renders a full list of its flora and fauna desirable.
The island has been visited by botanists on various occasions. Patrick Neill landed on it in August 1811, as appears from his note in the " Scots Magazine " at the time. In 1827 Professor J. H. Balfour read a paper on its natural history before the Plinian Society: this paper, I understand, was never published. In the eleventh volume of the " Transactions " of our Society (1873, pp. 390-392) there is a paper by the late John Sadler on the Flora of the Isle of May, in which he gives a list of plants observed there by himself and others on 11th August 1871. Only one moss, however, Schistidium maritimum, is recorded ; and it is mentioned that " one Jungermanniaceous plant was found but the species remained undetermined " Then,i.n the Society's "Transactions" for 1884 (Vol. XVI. pp. 115-121) we have a paper by Mr. J. Rattray on the " Phanerogams and Higher Cryptogams " of the island. Frullania germana, Tay1.-A good sized specimen gathered in September 1879 is in my herbarium.
The Musci have been submitted to Mr. H. N. Dixon, and the Hepaticas to Mr. S. M. Macvicar, for whose " Census " the Frullania germana has furnished the only record (v. c. 85) of the species from the east of Scotland.
The chief points of interest are the occurrence of Bryum alpinurn and Frullania germana, the one being rarely found at a low level in the east of Scotland, 1 and the other what is called an " Atlantic " or west coast species. The record of Fissidens viridulus-a little-known plant in this district and Grimania Stirtoni, are also worthy of notice.
There are, no doubt, more species of Bryophyta than the above to be found on the island, but the conditions evidently do not favour the presence of this form of vegetation. It can hardly be owing to any lack of moisture in the atmosphere, but probably want of shelter, an unsuitable soil, and absence of marshy ground, are among the adverse circumstances. Departure from type, it will be noted, is a feature of several of the mosses obtained, and comparatively few were found in fruit. William Peter Drummond was the youngest and last surviving son of the well-known seedsman, Peter Drummond of Stirling. He was born at Stirling in 1838. He and his brother George came to Edinburgh and started the business of Drummond Brothers, nurserymen and seedsmen, with a warehouse in George Street and nurseries at Longfield, on ground which has now been feued. He became a Fellow of the Society in 1858. On retiring from business a good many years ago, he went to America, and remained there for some years. Returning to Scotland a few years ago, he resumed attendance at meetings of the Society when health permitted. He died at his residence, 8 Wardie Road, Edinburgh, on 18th December 1906, aged 68 years. He is survived by a widow and a son, Peter E. Drummond, who is a member of the engineering staff at the Gordon Memorial College, Khartoum, Egypt.
